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Sri P.T. VEERA REDDY 

A Philanthropist and Humanitarian 

( 1907 - 1990 ) 

A Great Nationalist and Freedom Fighter: 

He followed the principles of Mahatma Gandhi and took part 
in the freedom struggle. He was also closely associated with Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru. He participated in the protest campaign against 
the Simon Commission. He was close friend of Sri Neelam Sanjeeva 
Reddy, Sri Koti Reddy, Sri Kasu Brahmananda Reddy and Sri 
Bejawada Gopal Reddy. 

Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, he be¬ 
came a member of the Congress Party. In 1955 he wanted to con¬ 
test the Assembly Election from Kadapa Constituency on Congress 
ticket. But the party gave ticket to another candidate. Sri Neelam 
Sanjeeva Reddy visited Chennur to ask him not to contest the elec¬ 
tion. But he could not meet him. He returned to Kurnool and wrote a 
letter to him but with the support of Sri Koti Reddy he contested the 
election and got second position. What though the contest be he 
lost, his spirit of challenge, uncompromising attitude, unstinted 
perseverence awed even his opponents who stood beside him 
with folded hands awfully and reverentially. 

His Political Life: 

Sri P.T. Veera Reddy appeared for the Public Service Com¬ 
mission Examination and was elected as Thahsildhar in 1930. But 
on account of the death of his eldest brother, he had to look after the 
agricultural lands. In 1932 he became the Munebu of Upparapalle 
at the age of 25. Then by dint of his honesty and sheer sincerity he 
became the Vice President of Chennur Panchayat in 1933. His 
amicable association with the people earned him great respect 
and he became President of Chennur Panchayat at the age of 27. 
He continued unanimously unopposedly as President for 36 years 
from 1934 to 1959 and then 1970 to 1981. 

He entered the Co-operative field and did various services to 
the people. He was the Founder - President of Land Mortgage Bank, 
Kadapa in 1944 and continued to hold the same post for 26 years 
(1944-70). In addition, he served as the President of the District Co¬ 
operative Bank, Kadapa from 1950 to 1956. During his tenure as 
President, hundreds of poor people got jobs in indifferent cadres. 
Moreover he improved the business transactions of the bank turn 
over from four lakh rupees to fifty lakh rupees. This raised him to the 
position of one of the Directors of the Co-operative Central Land 
Mortgage Bank, Barkathpura, Hyderabad from 1970 to 1979. 

See website : www.otvrfoundation.org 
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Telugu story writer making literary waves 


Vempalli Gangadhar, a Telugu story writer of Kadapa district, finds 
place among 10 literary doyens such as Mahasweta Devi, Ashapurna 
Devi, Javed Akhtar and likes in the contemporary Indian literature 
section on 'Indianetzone', an e-magazine on literature. 

Gangadhar's book 'Molakala Punnami', a collection of 13 short 
stories, delineates characters from rural background and is full of 
pathos of the deprivedand reflects the voices of those who depend 
on land and vagaries of nature. It is a feather in Gangadhar's cap to 
figure among writers such as Mu Ik raj Anand, K.M.Munshi, Jibananda 
Das, Buddhadev Bose and Dharamvir Bharati and Sunil 
Gangopadhyay on the site. Gangadhar's short stories were adjudged 
the best in R.S.Krishnamurthy Memorial story competetions at 
Visakhapatnam and by Telugu monthly, 'Vipula' this year. 

Renowned writer Gunturu Seshendra Sarma, who wrote the fore¬ 
word in the book 'Molakala Punnami', acknowledged that the stories 
reflected a similar struggle like that in his popular work 'Adhunika 
Mahabharatham'. The book by Gangadhar also carries an article 
'Kadapa Mandalika Bhasha' (local district of Kadapa) by Boodaraju 
Radhakrishna. Gangadhar is also the receipient of American Telugu 
Association Award and a national story award. 

- M.Subramanyam 

Stories with a rural flavour 

The inspiring collection of stories delienating its characters from 
a rural background, speaks in earthy tones through the voices of 
those who depend on land and the vagaries of nature giving either 
misery or bounty. The stories are full of pathos of the deprived, both 
economically and emotionally. They have a distinct quality, which 
separates them from the run-of-the mill stories. 

The title story 'Molakala Punnami' is a powerful with an unex¬ 
pected ending. So also are stories such as 'Moodu Padunla Vaana', 
Poola Chetulu', 'Mynam Bommalu', 'Sreeman Doravaariki' which pen¬ 
etrate into the subtle realities beneath the superficial realities of life. 

Gangadhar's handling of the characters has a depth which will 
haunt the reader long after one has finished reading the stories. He 
sometimes comes across as a poet when he derives inspiration di¬ 
rectly from nature, and within the frame work of the story, spills his 
poetry in prose form. Boodaraju Radhakrishna's essay explains the 
regional dialects and what 'ideolect' is. The production value and 
printing of the book is very good, but is priced very low - a truly 
commendable gesture by the author. A must read book. 

- Ambikci Ananth 

THE HINDU, 12.9.2006. 
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